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Basic facts

Â EU acce ssion was 1 January 1986

Â the capital is Lisbon

Â the president is An²bal Cavaco Silva

Â estimate population is over 10 million

Â it is divided into 7 regions and 18 disctricts

Â its area size is about 92 thousand km 2



History and key dates

Â 868 ïFirst County of Portugal was formed

Â 1139 ïPortugal was transformed from a county to an 
independent kingdom

Â 1373 ïthe nation made an alliance with England which is 
the longest -standing alliance in the world

Â 1415 - Portugal gained the first of its overseas colonies

Â 1580 -1640 - independence was interrupted by Spanish 
monarch Philip I.

Â 1755 ïa big earthquake destroyed a large portion of the 
city Lisbon

Â 1807 ïNapoleon invaded Portugal

Â 1999 ïPortugal was one of the founding countries of the 
euro and the Eurozone 



Geography and climate

Â the climate is classified as 
Mediterranean

Â Portugal is split by its 
main river, the Tagus.

Â the highest point is Mount 
Pico

Â t he national ôs park name is 
Parque Nacional

Â Laurissilva is a unique 
tropical rainforest in the 
world



Industry and education

Â economy is based on 
software and cars

Â Portugal has the world ôs 
largest solar power plant

Â and one of the highest 
mobile penetration rates in 
the world

Â Portugal is also home to 
the largest aquarium in 
Europe

Â total adult literacy is 95 %



Religion and language

Â 84 % of Portuguese population is Roman Catholic 

Â Many Portuguese holidays, festivals and traditions

have a Christian origin

Â The official language is Portuguese that is also spoken in Brazil, Angola, 

Macau etc.


